In consequence of the existence of a general desire for 
information as to the constitution and objects of “ The 
Irish Council,” the following Reports, which hare been 
from time to time read at the open meetings of the body, 
have been reprinted in a pamphlet form, in order that the 
public may obtain, in an authentic way, the required 
information. 

In an Appendix will be found the Resolutions agreed 
to at the meeting of Landed Proprietors held in the 
Rotundo, in January, 1847, and other documents con¬ 
nected with the formation of “ The Irish Council.” 

The Address issued to the Irish Constituencies by the 
Irish Council, will also be found in the Appendix. 



FUNDAMENTAL RULES 


THE IRISH COUNCIL. 


I. The object of the Irish Council shall he to combine Irishmen 
of every grade and section of opinion, for the consideration of subjects 
relating to the welfare of Ireland, irrespective of party. 

II. All topics involving conflict on party politics or religious feel¬ 
ing, shall be strictly excluded from the Society. 

III. The Society shall consist of an unlimited number of mem¬ 
bers, and every person interested in the welfare of Ireland shall be 
eligible to become a member, on being proposed and seconded by a 
member, at a private meeting of the society. 

IV. The annual subscription shah be £1. 

Y. The Society shah hold meetings, at stated periods, for con¬ 
ference and discussion, to which the press shah be admitted. 

YI. Ho subject shah be brought before a public meeting of the 
Society, unless previously approved of at a private meeting. 



FIRST REPORT 


COMMITTEE OF THE IRISH COUNCIL, 


Your Committee having been instructed to lay before you in a 
Report, the reasons which have led to recent changes in the consti¬ 
tution of the “ Reproductive Employment Committee,” with a view 
of furnishing information to those Members residing at a distance 
from the metropolis, who were unable to attend the special General 
Meeting of that Committee at which those changes were determined 
upon, as well as of affording a guide for your future proceedings, beg 
to lay before you the following statement:— 

Early in the month of last December, a number of gentlemen, 
impressed by the dangers which threatened the country,. from the 
total failure of the staple food of the population, and from the 
employment of the labouring classes in unproductive works, conse¬ 
quent upon the operation of the labour-rate act, organized a Com¬ 
mittee for the purpose of devising the means of averting the 
impending evils.* The name which that Committee assumed was 
significant of then- main object, and the papers which they printed 
and circulated contained the suggestions which, from their knowledge 
of the country, they deemed best suited to the emergency of the 

As a means of giving effect to these recommendations, and of 
bringing them to bear with greater effect upon the Legislature, a 
meeting of the Peers, Commoners, and Landed Gentry of freland, 
was convened in Dublin in January last, immediately before the 
assembling of parliament. That meeting took place, and was 
attended by those who represented the great bulk of the property 
of the country, as well as by a considerable number of our parlia¬ 
mentary representatives. Certain resolutions emanating from the 
Reproductive Employment Committee, embodying then - previous 
* See Appendix A. 
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recommendations, and others which were then for the first time 
brought forward, were there proposed and unanimously adopted;* 
and at the same time a resolution was passed, authorising that 
Committee to continue then.- labours—to call meetings similar to 
the one that then took place, if such should appear to he neces¬ 
sary—or to take such other steps as might appear to them 
expedient for the carrying out the objects of that meeting.f 

It was then confidently hoped that our representatives in parlia- 
' ment would take advantage of this so authoritative an exposition of 
the sense of the nation; and that they would, with all the zeal and 
ability of which they were capable, and, above all, by their unanimity, 
force upon the attention of the legislature the calamity under which 
the country suffered in all its horrors, and obtain, from its sense of 
justice, adequate measures of relief. 

That hope has been totally disappointed. The conduct of the 
Irish representatives has been again characterised by a want of 
unity of action, and by a subserviency to that political expediency 
which has so often rendered the interests of Ireland subordinate to 
those of party. In the mean time famine and disease have spread 
desolation throughout the land—an universal panic has annihilated 
credit—the national character has been loaded with obloquy—and 
all classes of our countrymen are threatened with a common ruin. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, a special general meeting 
of the Reproductive Employment Committee was held, pursuant to 
notice, on Tuesday, the 18th of May, and it was there resolved, that 
the constitution of their body should be modified, so as to enable 
it the better to suit its efforts to the altered condition of affairs, 
and, if possible, to produce co-operation among Irishmen for the 
common good. 

With this view the Committee came to the determination, that 
they should, at certain times, hold General Meetings, open to the 
Press, and change the name which they had originally taken, and 
for the future assume that of “TnE Ipjse OooxciL.”j; 

The introduction of the Press was determined upon, because it 
appeared to be the only medium of communication between us and 
the public, by means of which the measures recommended may 
command such support, and consequent success, as their intrinsic 
merits may deserve, while, at the same time, it presented the best 
mode of obviating all misrepresentations of motives and objects; 
and a change of name was suggested, both because our original 
name had now lost its significancy, and because it conveyed to the 
public too confined an idea of the design and scope of our Society. 

To combine Irishmen of every grade and section of opinion—to 
watch over and assert the rights and interests of our common 

* See Appendix B. j See Appendix, p. 22. j See Appendix C. 



COMMITTEE 


ISH COUNCIL. 


country—to mirror its wants anil wishes—to create, foster, and 
dcvelope a sound Irish public opinion, irrespective of party, are the 
objects of “The Ikish Council.” All topics relating to the welfare 
of Ireland, will form subjects of discussion and deliberation at our 
meetings; but, at the same time, as our organization, to be effective 
must combine intelligent men, connected with the different parties, 
classes, and creeds, into which Ireland is divided, the very existence 
of our body, and its utility to om- country, demand that all subjects 
calculated to excite angry discussion, shall be, as they have hitherto 
been, excluded from our deliberations, which should be directed to 
.objects of national concern, in regard to which all classes feel a com¬ 
mon interest. 

• Concurrently, however, with the avoidance of every topic calcu¬ 
lated to excite contention, the fullest freedom of discussion should 
prevail, and as the right to differ is the basis of mu- combination, it 
should be distinctly recognized, and scrupulously regarded, and no 
member should he considered hound or compromised by any opinion 
not expressed by himself. 

In concluding this Report your Committee cannot refrain from 
expressing a hope, that every member of the Irish Council will act 
in a spirit of forbearance, and toleration of each other’s opinions, as 
the influence of such a body must mainly depend upon the modera¬ 
tion, harmony, and mutual confidence, manifested by its members 
towards each other in all its proceedings. 

Signed, by order of the Committee, 


JOHN C. DELMEGE, Chairman 
SAMUEL FERGUSON, \ „ 
COLMAN M. O’LOGHLEN, J 


SECOND REPORT 

COMMITTEE OF THE IKISH COUNCIL. 

Head at the Meeting held on Juno 15th, 1847. 


The condition of the Labouring Population of Ireland, is the first 
subject which has engaged the attention of your Committee, and as 
in reporting on it your Committee are sensible that the subject in¬ 
volves to some extent the consideration of the general social con¬ 
dition of the country, they deem it necessary shortly to advert 
to some preliminary considerations, and to recall some prominent 
events of late years. 
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Up to the year 1838, no legal provision had been made for the 
poor in Ireland; and, owing to the facility with which the means 
of existence were here procurable, no very urgent necessity for such 
a provision had forced itself on the legislature. This facility arose 
from the general cultivation of the potato. A few weeks’ inde¬ 
pendent labour sufficed to produce enough of this species of food to 
secure to the peasant and his family, existence for a year; and the 
wages of another short period of hired labour supplied his few 
remaining necessities. In this state of things there was much 
poverty, but little actual destitution; and the people were satisfied 
to live in alternate periods of activity and indolence, without having 
then- wants charged on the property of the wealthier classes. 

The property of these classes consisted almost entirely of the 
eatable products of rural industry, which, although by no means 
so great as they might have been made by the full employment of 
the country’s available labour, -were usually sufficient, after supplying 
the demands of human and animal life, to leave a large annual sur¬ 
plus for exportation, in discharge of the claims of external creditors, 
and in exchange for manufactures and other matters of necessity 
or luxuiy required chiefly from Great Britain. So that while the 
United Kingdom at large has been for a long series of years a food¬ 
importing coimtry, Ireland, regarded separately, has been a food- 
exporting country. 

In the autumn of 1845, the potato became affected with disease. 
Great misery was the result; but the whole store of potatoes was 
not destroyed; and so much remained, although not generally in a 
wholesome state, that there was' no loss of the existing human life 
of the country by famine during the ensuing year. Temporaiy mea¬ 
sures of relief were then devised, by giving employment to the desti¬ 
tute on public works, with money advanced by the state, repayable by 
the owners or occupiers of land; and although the repayment of 
these loans pressed with undue weight on the particular classes on 
■whose security the advances were made, yet the Irish land-owners 
raised no objection to the exeention of works which might prove of 
public utility, to the extent then necessaiy for the relief of the 
existing distress. 

Concurrently with these measures of relief, the potato was planted 
in the spring of 1846, as generally as it had been in any previous 
year, and gave every promise of the usual abundance; but it pleased 
God, in his inscrutable wisdom, that in a single -week at the begin¬ 
ning of last autumn, the wdiole growing crop was blighted, and the 
tubers were almost totally destroyed. 

Immediate general destitution was the consequence. No machinery 
existed applicable to the emergency, except that which had been 
devised to meet the former, and comparatively trifling, visitation, and 
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which was neither adequate nor suitable to the new calamity. The 
necessary or expedient public works of the kind contemplated, had 
already been generally executed; the estates of the landed classes 
had already been encumbered as far as could be borne without ruin 
to many proprietors; but nevertheless, and notwithstanding repeated 
protests, the only remedies applied during many months of destitu¬ 
tion, were of the same, kind with those of the past year, and under 
these the people were employed to an extent unexampled in modem 
history, on further publ ic works, generally not necessary or desirable; 
and the owners of land were burthened with further liabilities, in some 
instances exceeding then - whole beneficial interest in them estates. 

It was represented that the famine was an imperial calamity, 
and that the State ought to bear the cost of contending with it, 
out of the Imperial Treasury; or at least, if the burthen were im¬ 
posed exclusively on Ireland, that the distribution of it ought to be 
equalized, so as not to press solely on the ostensible owners of land, 
to the exoneration of all others beneficially interested both in land 
and other property. 

These representations had the effect of inducing our rulers to 
forego the security of the Irish landowners to the extent of one-half 
of the advances made under the relief measures hi question; but in 
making this concession, it was insisted on, and has now been authori¬ 
tatively declared, that the cost of contending with what is temporary 
only in the calamity, can be so divided, but that, for the permanent 
relief of destitution in Maud, landed property in Ireland, through 
the instrumentality of a comprehensive poor law, must be exclu¬ 
sively answerable, and on this principle the further measures of 
temporary relief now in operation, have been framed, and have still 
further increased the liabilities of the landed proprietors. In the 
mean time, vast multitudes of the Irish people have perished of 
starvation and disease. 

Besides the embarrassment necessarily caused by this state of 
things in Ireland, the whole United Kingdom has suffered by a 
deficient cereal harvest, rendering necessary a greatly increased im¬ 
port of food, over that usually required in Great Britain. To obtain 
these supplies, all restrictions on free commerce in eatable products 
have been suspended or removed, and the ports of the United King¬ 
dom, although tardily, are now thrown open for the reception of 
food from all parts of the world. 

At the same time a general dearth has taken place throughout 
the west and centre of the continent of Europe, where the nations, 
instead of being habitual importers of eatable commodities, like the 
United Kingdom, have hitherto, like' this portion of the United 
Kingdom, been habitually exporters of such products; and these 
states, when pressed by the apprehension of scarcity, have closed 
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their ports against the farther egress of the food which they pos¬ 
sessed and required for their own consumption. 

In the making up so great a deficit in her supphes of food, the 
United Kingdom has been obEged to resort to markets in which 
only a Emited demand existed for her manufactures; and for aE the 
value which she has procured in food, ultra that demand, she has 
been obEged to pay in gold. The abstraction of so large a quantity 
of gold has had the effect of proportionably contracting our circu¬ 
lating currency, the amount of which is by law regulated in propor¬ 
tion to that of the precious metals. The necessary credits of capital 
and industry are in consequence at the present time insufficiently 
represented by money, and productive labour languishes in all parts 
of the United Kingdom. 

It is under these circumstances that your Committee have had to 
consider the condition of the labouring population of this country, 
and the means by which then- destitution may be relieved. See¬ 
ing the probabiEty of increased embarrassment in Great Britain 
before the present disturbance of her commercial system can be 
allayed, your Committee would not hold out encouragement to ex¬ 
pect from the Imperial Treasury such an amount of aid as in more 
prosperous times it could contribute: but they submit that in any 
application of a general Poor Law to Ireland, while the legislative 
Union exists, or at least dining the period of transition through 
which the Irish people must pass, before society in this country can 
be restored to a healthy state, and which must necessarily extend 
over a series of years, the principle of the rate in aid, recognized for 
several centuries in the EngEsh poor law system, or some provision 
analogous thereto, ought to be extended, so as to make the whole 
property of the United Kingdom, according to the exigency, charge¬ 
able with the whole destitution of the United Kingdom, no matter in 
which portion the destitute localities may be situated. 

Such a distribution of the burthen would give all the inha¬ 
bitants of the United Kingdom a mutual interest in one another’s 
prosperity, and in the diminution of the common charge by every 
means which could productively absorb the surplus labour of this 
country: and, as ancillary to such means, your Committee deem it a fit 
subject for consideration, whether and by what means the Legislature 
could, without injurious interference, devise such alterations in the 
existing laws regulating the currency, as may restore the balance 
between real and representative capital, disturbed as it has been by the 
recent contraction of the circulating medium. 

In order to absorb the surplus labour, which can no longer be 
supported during its annual periods of inactivity, on the potato, 
your Committee are of opinion that encouragement ought to be 
given at the pubEc charge, as far as practicable, by grant, or loan 
on adequate security, to profitable employment in Ireland— 
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By grant, to useful public works, and establishments of a national 
character— 

By grant and loan in aid of objects partly of a national, and 
partly of a local character— 

And by loan, for local improvements, and more especially for the 
promotion of agriculture and fisheries. 

For the surplus labour, if any, remaining, after exhausting all 
means of profitable occupation, it may be proper to consider, whether 
provision ought not to be made at the public cost, by a system of 
emigration or colonization. 

And inasmuch as it is highly desirable, that whatever claims this 
part of the United Kingdom may make upon the general treasury, 
ought to be distinctly put forward either as claims of right or as 
solicitations of favours, as the case may be, your Committee recom¬ 
mend, that the actual state of the money account between Ireland 
and the rest of the United Kingdom, should be stated and ascer¬ 
tained. 

Your Committee are prepared to go into the several modes of 
relief above suggested hi detail; but what they consider of more 
immediate importance is, the aid which cau be given by the exer¬ 
tions of the Irish people themselves, in encouraging the employment 
of the capital still remaining in this country in the independent pro¬ 
secution of them own industrial pursuits. 

No encouragement to be expected from, or afforded by, any 
Government, can equal in beneficial influence that which the people 
themselves can give by establishing security and mutual confidence, 
and giving mutual aid and encouragement to industry amongst 
themselves. 

On the part of the landed proprietors much may be done in this 
direction, by aiding the legislature in affording security to the im¬ 
proving tenant in the enjoyment of the improved land. On the part 
of the people, a still greater benefit can be conferred on the country, 
by the preservation of peace, and the abandonment of combination 
against the rights of capital and property. And on the part of the 
whole community, a great good can be effected, by seeking for, and 
giving a legitimate preference to, home manufactures. 

Such are the views which have impressed themselves on the 
minds of your Committee, regarding this great topic as one of 
national concern, and assuming that any Poor Law which should be 
extended to Ireland, would be framed and applied on equitable 
principles. 

But the law which has just been passed, not only does not recog¬ 
nize the equitable principle of a rate in aid, or anything analogous 
thereto, but proposes to perpetuate the principle of charging all the 
cost in each locality on the single class known as owners and 
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occupiers of land, to tire exoneration of all other interests in pro¬ 
perty. 

In many cases such a mode of relief will he impracticable; as in 
all, your Committee apprehend, it will be oppressive, and dangerous 
to the maintenance of public order. In a great number of Poor 
Law Unions the whole rated value would be insufficient to support 
the destitution. In many of them, the beneficial income of the 
owners of land is not greater than the amount of incumbrances, and 
these incumbrances are veiy generally payable to parties resident 
out of Ireland. Unless, therefore, some subsidiary measures he 
brought into action, your Committee fear, that vast additional num¬ 
bers of the people must perish of starvation in the Unions cir¬ 
cumstanced as above mentioned; and throughout all the country 
society must be deprived of one of its essential elements, by the 
impoverishment or destruction of the resident gentry. 

Considering the impossibility in many districts of putting such a 
law into effectual operation, your Committee cannot, without deep 
alarm, contemplate the probable condition of the labouring popula¬ 
tion of this country after the present temporary measures of relief 
shall have been withdrawn. 

There are now in Ireland, after making allowance for the diminu¬ 
tion of numbers already caused by famine and disease, nearly one 
million heads of families, formerly depending for support, without aid 
from wages, during several months of the year, on their store of 
potatoes, and who now, during an equal period, must be supported 
by some other means. The most serious question which the country 
has to consider is, how can food be procured, if not through the 
medium of a general rate in, aid, or some measure analogous thereto, 
for this multitude of people? 

And here your Committee proceed to view then - subject in the 
way in which the legislature have put it, namely, as a question 
affecting Ireland exclusively, and as a demand, for which the food 
resources of Ireland exclusively are answerable_ 

In this point of view, considering that Ireland, unlike the United 
Kingdom at large, is a food-exporting country; and that all the 
food-exporting countries of Europe which have.been visited by 
dearth, have set the example of closing them ports against the 
export of eatable commodities, your Committee deem it a fit subject 
for consideration, whether, if Ireland is to be dealt with as sepa¬ 
rately liable to supply food for her own population, the same rule 
ought not to be adopted in her regard, as has been recognized by 
other nations, like her, producing enough of food for them own con¬ 
sumption, similarly afflicted, and burthened with a like liability; 
and whether, until all the people of Ireland are secured in the 
possession of a sufficiency of food for their subsistence, between 
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harvest and harvest, the export from Ireland of eatable commodities, 
except in exchange for cheaper forms of food, or articles otherwise 
necessary for the maintenance of life, ought not to he prohibited? 

Seeing, however, that this latter consideration depends on a ques¬ 
tion of fact, viz. what will be the available food resources of Ireland 
on the completion of the next harvest, and that your Committee are 
at present insufficiently informed on that subject, your Committee 
would suggest further inquiry on this topic; inasmuch as on the 
state of this vital fact may depend whether their exertions ought to 
be primarily directed to the promotion of the measures which they 
have suggested, in aid of the existing pressure on the general re¬ 
sources of the United Kingdom, or whether they may not have to 
consider additional measures of an exclusively local nature. 

In conclusion, recurring to those means of relief which your Com¬ 
mittee consider of most importance and most efficacy, as depending 
on ourselves; they would earnestly beseech the people to abandon all 
unlawful combinations which may interfere with the legitimate 
action of capital on labour, or impede a just settlement of the rela¬ 
tions of Landlord and Tenant; they would entreat the landowners to 
speed an equitable settlement of these relations; and would appeal to 
the whole community to exercise a spirit of mutual trust and forbear¬ 
ance; that enterprize may put industry in action, secure of being 
protected both by the law of the land and the good-will of society; 
and that by united exertions at home, and united councils in the 
legislature, we may, under the mercy of God, be able to raise our 
afflicted country out of her present state of misery and dependence. 


ED. WILMOT CHETWODE, Chairman. 
SAMUEL FEKGUSOK, \ „ ~ 

COLMAK M. O’LOGIILEN, ' 
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Your Committee having in then- second report taken a cursory 
view of the social condition of the country, and suggested in general 
terms the measures which appeared to them to be most conducive 
to its amelioration, have confided the principal topics therein sug¬ 
gested, to separate Sub-Committees, to be considered in detail: and 
as the first fruits of the labours of these Sub-Committees, your 
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Committee beg to lay before you the subjoined Queries, which the 
Sub-Committee on Manufactures have prepared for circulation, hi 
order to obtain the fullest information on the subject they have un¬ 
dertaken to investigate. 

Pending the result of these enquiries, your Committee consider 
that much good will result from the adoption by every Board of 
Guardians, and by the Grand Juries now about to assemble, of a 
resolution to the effect, that all articles used in the institutions over 
which they exercise control, should, as far as it can practically and 
conveniently be done, be supplied of Irish manufacture; as by the 
adoption of such a resolution, the workhouses, gaols, and other 
public establishments will be rendered direct instruments in in¬ 
creasing the employment of our labouring population, and dimin¬ 
ishing the pauperization of the country. Your Committee would 
also recommend, that in every district in the country Reproductive 
Committees should be formed, whose duties it should be to ascertain 
what manufactures are carried on in then' immediate locality, in order 
to dispel the ignorance which now prevails throughout the country, 
respecting our- existing manufactures. To enable these Committees 
to proceed without delay, your Committee would suggest that ad¬ 
vantage should be taken of existing organizations, and with that 
view your Committee would recommend that the Boards of Guar¬ 
dians in each Union should be invited to appoint Sub-Committees 
to act in their districts as Reproductive Committees. In cities and 
boroughs the Corporations and Town Commissioners could form 
similar Sub-Committees, and these Sub-Committees when organized, 
could communicate to each other the information they should acquire, 
and thus the public would become aware of what articles of native 
manufacture they can obtain, and where these articles are likely to 
be procured. 

As a further means of giving an immediate stimulus to 
home industry, your Committee would also beg to suggest to the 
different Boards of Guardians and the Boards of Superintendence 
throughout Ireland, whether fish, either dried or fresh, might not 
be with advantage introduced as an article of permanent diet into 
our .public establishments, which would thus create a home market 
for our fisheries: and as a means of advancing this latter branch 
of industry, your Committee would likewise suggest to the different 
Boards of Guardians along the coast, whether the paupers in the 
workhouses under their control, might not be advantageously em¬ 
ployed in the construction of nets for the use of the fishermen in 
the neighbourhood. 

In making these various suggestions, your Committee desire to 
have it distinctly understood, that they by no means put them forward 
as completing the subject they embrace. From time to time your 



mimittee will report any practical suggestions which may appear 
them to he useful: the present they put forward as means of 
lief which demand no legislative authority to render them available 
-which in fact only require the will of the people themselves to he 
rried out—and which, should they meet with approval and adoption, 
iut Committee feel satisfied, -would have a most beneficial operation 


WALLSCOURT, Chairman. 
SAMUEL FERGUSON, 1 
COLMAN M. O’LOGHLEN, ] 
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It having been considered expedient that the open meetings of 
the Irish Council should he adjourned until the first week in Sep¬ 
tember, your Committee take advantage of the occasion to report 
generally on the past progress of the Council. 

Your Committee desire to congratulate you on the cordiality and 
forbearance which has uniformly marked your proceedings, and 
which, your Committee submit, fully justify the step taken by the 
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Reproductive Employment Committee, in re-organizing itself, and 
opening its deliberations to the press. Since the adoption of your 
new organization, your body has received a large accession of mem¬ 
bers; and your Committee feel confident, that the more the objects 
of the Irish Council are promulgated and understood, the more will 
it receive public confidence and general support. 

To cany out practically the objects of the Council, Sub-Com¬ 
mittees have been formed, in pursuance of resolutions heretofore 
adopted, to consider and report upon the following subjects:— 

First, Manufactures. —This Sub-Committee will enquire what 
manufactures exist in Ireland at present, and what additional 
branches of manufacture can with advantage be practised in the 
country. It will also consider what impediments the Irish manu¬ 
facturer has to encounter, how best Irish manufactures can be en¬ 
couraged and promoted—whether by the establishment of industrial 
schools, schools of designs, or other means—how our mineral resources 
can be developed, and how far peat can be substituted for coal, for 
industrial purposes. 

Secondly, Food Resources. —This Sub-Committee will considcr 
wliat food supplies we have at present, and how best these cau be 
economized and increased. It will also consider the best mode of 
organizing a permanent system of agricultural statistics, with a view 
of having our food resources ascertained annually with as much ac¬ 
curacy as possible. 

Thirdly, Landlord and Tenant. —This Sub-Committee null con¬ 
sider the best mode of placing on an equitable basis the relations 
between landlord and tenant, and how best the right of the tenant 
to compensation for permanent improvements, hi case of his removal, 
can be secured by law. It will also consider all questions relating 
to land tenure in Ireland, and how our law of real property can be 
unproved and simplified. 

Fourthly, Agriculture —This Sub-Committee will consider the 
several statutes immediately relating to the cultivation and improve¬ 
ment of the soil—the statutes relative to drainage, and to the deep¬ 
ening of fivers, and other main water-courses—the establishment of 
model farms—the reclamation of our bogs and waste lands—the 
expediency of home colonics—and other subjects relating to the 
development of our agricultural resources. 

Fifthly, Fisheries _This Sub-Committee will consider the 

fishery laws, and their present operation and cft’cct. It will also 
report on the existing Irish fisheries—how far the Irish trade is 
affected by foreign competition, and how best the Irish fisheries can 
be encouraged and developed. 

Sixthly, Poor Laws. —This Committee will procure information 
as to the relative amount and distribution of rating in the several 
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unions, under the poor law act, and will consider the present mods 
of poor law valuation. It will ascertain also, as far as practicable, 
the amount expended in the several baronies, under the labour rate 
act, and how much of the stun so expended, was expended in pro¬ 
fitable works. It will also consider the expediency of a general tax, 
in aid, or in substitution of the present poor rate—of a vagrant and 
settlement law—of colonization—of sanatory regulations—and whe¬ 
ther onr present workhouses cannot be made self-supporting indus¬ 
trial establishments, or otherwise rendered available for the disse¬ 
mination of industrial and agricultural knowledge. 

Seventhly, Finance _This Sub-Committee will consider the state 

of the public accounts, as between Great Britain and Ireland—the 
application of the crown revenues of Ireland—the sums expended on 
parks, public buildings, and public institutions in Ireland—the re¬ 
lative expenditure upon public institutions in Great Britain and in 
this coimtry—the mode of taxation adopted in this country—the 
question of an absentee tax—of currency—and of grants or loans for 
railways, dock-yards, safety harbours, and other public works. 

In the interval which will elapse before your next open meeting, 
these Sub-Committees 11111 occupy themselves with their respective 
enquiries, and your Committee hope that at an early period, these 
Sub-Committees will be able to present to the Council, reports on 
the subjects entrusted to them, embodying such practical recommen¬ 
dations, as may be instrumental in promoting the general objects for 
which the Irish Council has' e been formed. 

Your Committee recommend that during the temporary cessation 
of your public proceedings, the Secretaries should be instructed to 
distribute, as far as may be practicable, such portion of your reports 
and proceedings as they may deem necessary for the purpose of pro¬ 
mulgating the views and objects of the Council, and of securing for 
it additional public support and co-operation ; and your Committee 
trust, that at our next open meeting they will again be enabled to 
congratulate you on a large accession to your ranks. 

JOHN BOLTON MASSY, Chairman. 

SAMUEL FERGUSON, ) „ „ 

COLMAN M. O’LOGHLEN, J 
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APPENDIX. 


1 A. 3 

MEETING OF LANDED PROPRIETORS. 


At a Meeting of the Landed Proprietors who happened to be then in 
Dublin, held on Monday, the 14th December, 1S46, 

WILLIAM BLAYNEY WADE, Esq. in the Chair, 


It was moved by William Moxsell, Esq.,' and seconded by Jons R. 
Godley, Esq., and 

Resolved—Tlmt for the purpose of considering and devising (he best 
means of meeting the present difficulties of the country, in relation to the 
relief and employment of the people, a Committee be formed to collect and 
circulate information, prepare petitions and memorials, and frame sugges¬ 
tions with respect to amendments in the present temporary relief laws, and 
to permanent legislation for the future. 

It was moved by Lieutexaxt-Coloxel Taylor, M.P., and seconded by 
.John O’Conxf.ll, Esq. M.P., and 

Resolved—That from this Committee all controversial politics be strictly 
excluded. 


It was moved by the Right Hon. Fkedemck Sii.vw, M.P., and seconded 
by Sir Colman O’Logiilen, Bart., and 
Resolved—That the following gentlemen do form the Committee, with 
power to add to their number:— 


The Earl of Arran, 

Sir Montague Chapman, 

J. W. L. Naper, Esq. 
William Monsell, Esq. 
Charles Wm. Hamilton, Esq. 
Henry ICemmis, Esq. 

John R. Godley, Esq. 

Sir Robert Kane, 

William 13. Wade, Esq. 
Robert Maxwell, Esq. 
Edward Pcnnefather, Esq. 
Charles Stanley Monck, Esq. 


J. W. Middleton Berry, Esq. 
Sir Colman M. 0 Loghlen, 
Conyngham Ellis, Esq. 
Richard Bourke, Esq. 

David John Wilson, Esq. 
Thomas Gallwey, Esq. 
William B. Smythe, Esq. 

J. Calvert Stronge, Esq. 
Leslie Foster, Esq. 

John Bolton Massy, Esq. 

.T. Hartpolc Leckie, Esq. 


WM. BLAYNEY WADE, Chairman. 
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Mr. Wade having left the Chair, and the Right Honorable Frederick 
Shaw, M.P., being called thereto, 

It was moved by Daniel O’Connell, Esq. M.P.; seconded by Georue 
Alexander Hamilton, Esq. M.P., and 

Resolved—That the thanks of this Meeting be given to William 
Blayney Wade, Esq., for his dignified conduct in the Chair. 

FREDERICK SHAW, Chairman, 
CHARLES STANLEY MONCK, Hon. Sec. 

In aid of the objects of the above Committee, Subscriptions arc earnestly 
requested, and will be received by any of the Honorary Secretaries. Sub¬ 
scriptions are limited to £1, and each Subscriber of £1 becomes a 
Member of the Committee, and entitled to a Copy of all Documents issued 
by the Sub-Committee, 


tB, ] 

MEETING 


LANDED PROPRIETORS OF IRELAND. 


At a meeting of the Peers. Commoners, and Landed Proprietors of 
Ireland, held at the Rotmnlo, Dublin, on Thursday, the 14th January, 
1847—On the motion of the Eaul of Cn aklemont, seconded by Loud 
Fakniiam, 

The Most Noble the Mako.uis or Okmonde was called to the Chair— 

It was moved by Sir Montague Chapman, Bart., seconded by Edvard 
Gboqan, Esq. M.P., and resolved— 

“ That the Secretaries of the Reproductive Employment Committee be 
requested to act as Secretaries to this Meeting.” 

ItwasmovedbyG E or.cn Alexander Hamilton, Esq. M.P.; seconded 
by Daniel O’Connell, Esq. M.P., and resolved— 

“ That we deem it our duty most earnestly to impress upon our Repre¬ 
sentatives, our solemn conviction of the necessity of their co-operating 
cordially together in Parliament, for the advancement of the interests of 
Ireland; and of their uniting to advocate such measures as may appear cal¬ 
culated to raise the social, material, and moral condition of the people, to 
save society from the ruin by which all classes in the land are now threatened, 
and to preserve the country from confiscation.” 

It was moved by the Right Hon. the Earl of Erne ; seconded by Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Donne, D.L., and resolved— 

“ That before and beyond all other considerations, is the salvation of the 
lives of the people; and we therefore deem it our solemn duty—the present 
system Iiaving signally failed—to call upon the Government, in the most 















“That the direct employment of the great mass of the able-bodied people 
by the State, has an unavoidable tendency to paralyze industry, and to sul 
stitute artificial for natural labour. 






























OEMOKDE, Chairman. 

On the motion of the RicnT Hon. Viscount Lisiioiie ; seconded by 
Sin RicnAitD Leyixt.e, Bart., (Vice-Lieutenant, County Westmeath,) 
The EARL OF ERSE was called to the Chair. 






JOHN BOLTON MASSY, Chairman. 


Meeting of the Committee. Tuesday, May Hath, 1SJ7. 

AVM. JONES ARMSTRONG, Esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved —That the Reproductive Employment Committee be for the 
future called “ The Irish Council.” 

RESOLVED—That no subject shall be brought before a public meeting 
of the society, unless previously approved of at a private meeting. 

1VM. JONES ARMSTRONG, Chairman. 























